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Drones can provide a wealth of data for forensic analysis, which varies 
depending on their make, model, and capabilities, as well as their storage and 
communication systems. Some common types of data that investigators can 
extract and analyze include, 


Flight Logs 


Detailed information about the drone's flights, such as date, time, duration, 
altitude, speed, and GPS coordinates. These logs help_reconstruct the flight 


path and identify key locations and timestamps. 


Media Files 

Drones often capture photos and videos during flights, providing visual 
evidence of surroundings, potential suspects, or illegal activities. Media files 
may contain metadata like timestamps and geolocation. 


Communication Logs 

Drones use wireless protocols to communicate with ground control stations or 
other devices. Communication logs reveal connections, commands, and data 
exchanges, potentially identifying other involved devices. 


Sensor Data 
Drones have various sensors, providing insights into movement, orientation, 
altitude, and environmental conditions during flight. 


Configuration Settings 

Analyzing configuration settings helps understand the drone's behavior and 
flight characteristics, including flight mode, camera settings, and autopilot 
features. 


System Logs 
Internal system logs record events and errors, offering information about 
performance, anomalies, or malfunctions relevant to the investigation. 


Remote Control Data 
Data related to remote control signals and commands help identify operator 
actions, flight control inputs, or potential unauthorized access. 


App or Software Data 

Some drones use companion apps or software for flight planning and data 
management. Extracting data from these can provide insights into usage 
history, flight routes, and settings. 


GPS Data 

Extracting GPS data determines the drone's location at specific times, aiding 
in mapping flight paths and establishing geographical associations with other 
evidence. 


Through the examination of these diverse data types, investigators can gain 
valuable insights into the drone's activities, flight patterns, operator actions, 
and other crucial details for forensic analysis. This information is instrumental 
in investigating criminal activities or incidents involving drones. 


